The Least of Them--Matthew 25:31-46

Last Sunday I spoke under the assumption that most of us would like to be closer to God; what that means may be different for each of us. We might be careful what we pray for; God may answer our prayers in unexpected way. God answered my prayer. How did God answer yours?

I will share; then I am asking someone else to share how God answered. To begin, God can come very close to us and we may not even know it.

“Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You drink? And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked and clothe You? And when did we see You sick or in prison, and come to You?’” 
Matthew 25:37-39 
Jesus was close by in those who were helped but they did not know it; they failed to recognize him! I am like that at times; don’t have a clue Jesus is near. Maybe I help someone sometimes, doing it more out of obligation than love and miss the joy of knowing God’s presence.

“And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent you did it to one of these brothers of mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.’” Matthew 25:40

A family I know, barely able to make a living, was three months behind on a car payment and the car was about to be repossessed. I made the car payment; knowing what they were also going through, with a death in the family. I felt so close to God in giving a helping hand.

A man I know has moved out of the area; poor health makes it difficult to work, and high cost of living in this area makes it impossible to stay here. He has travelled back on occasion, one time to bury his Mom; this time to take home his teenage daughter who was living with relatives and getting in trouble. I had given him a helping hand on several occasions but this time it was different! I really felt like it was for Jesus!

There are so many ways to be near to God. More than I can count: Such as worship, prayer, communion, experiencing the miracle of birth, raising a family, building a business, caring for family members and much loved pets; watching the sunrise, reading the Bible, doing your work as if for God; helping neighbors, reaching out to shut ins, growing a garden, stocking a food closet, planting trees; advocating for the voiceless, learning acceptance of all God’s people; cooperating in efforts to preserve clean air, pure water, respecting the earth as God’s gift, recycling and caring for all God’s creatures and God’s good creation!
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